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ABOUT

Hey there! We're a collective of people Jacob Appelbaum. Jake enjoys

who have been harassed, plagiarized, manipulating people through his built-up
humiliated, and abused — sexually, social capital, influence, and power, in
emotionally, and physically — by order to get what he wants
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COMMUNITIES
Jacob has embedded himself
within several communities:

privacy and anonymity,

infasec, journalistic, and
academic. While framing
himself as a community
builder, he has repetitively
sought out new and would-be
new members to these
communities, and taken
advantage of their trust and
their viewsof hm as a
"respected"” leader.

VICTIMS

HAVE A PARTNER?
If you spurn Jake or attempt
to stand up to him, he'll go
after the people you care
about the most next, doing
whatever he can to humiliate
and harm them.

FAQ

WHO MADE THIS SITE?

The site was made by a small group of people of different genders, who are tired of Jake victimizing arid

RESEARCH
Jake Is known to do whatever
it takes to get others to do all
the work, but have his name
listed first on the paper
"because the names should be
alphabetically sorted.” He's
also quite happy to do the
same with code, projects,
articles, whatever he can to
increase his level of power
and influence,

¢ ftiends in the infosec and internet lreedom communitics. Some of us have personal storiesof
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heing abused hy dake and came dont We have neard lots of conpaimi= abont g bebann tver the years,
arid have experienced it first hand, We want it to stop.

WHY DID YOU MAKE THE SITE?

We made the sile berausc vo wanted other peapic 1o br avwere of how Jake brhaves There hasbeena
velmper netwnrk fon years, but it geeart (each everyone st even it it ¢ citld, apen secrets do nat protect
people We didn't want anyone to be victimized by Jake just because they hadn't been warned about him.
Making o public sitaeoss e bost wary b make stec that o yhoty s awvwar e of the stores aboot han

MAKING A SITE LIKE THIS SEEMS AWFUL. WHY DIDN'T YOU TRY OTHER
WAYS TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS YOU WERE HAVING?

Prople have tried Ints af things. incloding speaking directly with Jake and asking ting 16 5top. People have
talked about his behavior inside the infoses and internet freedom communities for years. and have tried many
straterios for making it har dee for him 1o vicimize people. People have complained nside the Tor Project and
heen dismisaed [until now, of course). Jake's behaviae hac been an open sacret, in some circles for years He
has ztifl kept doing the same things

AFTER JAKE RESIGNED FROM THE TOR PROJECT, WHY DID YOU MAKE
THIS SITE ANYWAY?

Wnen sexual predators are kicked out of one comminity, they often move on 1o some other community
wehere they do the same thung. Siience lets them do that. We didr 't want him to be able ta move to a diffcrent
cammunity and 4o the ame thng 1o people there

WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THE SITE?

1 i miaindy awar enes: Weoe want people to know how Jake behaves so they Lan protect themseives: avoid
being alone with him. be an guard against attemnts he might make ta manipalate them avoid drinking or
t3king drugs with him, and warn friends who seem vulnerable

Also we hape that this site will prompt groups and organizations to think twice abowt any involvement they
have wath hum. Maybe it is nol 3 great idea for tum to be patt ol thesr comemonities. Maybi they shouldnt
mvite him o speak at o attend their conferences Maybe they don't want to he associated with a persan who
= accused of the behaviorz detailed on this site.

| AM SURPRISED BY THESE ALLECATIONS AND FIND THEM HARD TO
BELIEVE. WHY SHOULD | BELIEVE YOU?

We know that 1or some peoplie it will be hard to believe these allegations, especially because for a long time
Jake hac presented himsedf 35 a seox pocitive, coptent-agware faminist. Bout that daesnt mean anything it's
pretty common for sexual predators to pretend to be feminists. And it's very commaon for them to get
involved with STLivist OF 101 Mainsteam groups. If you'r ¢ o sexual predator. wwhat boetier cover story s thare
than “the FBI is making shit up about me" Maanwhile you know that the people you have victimized are
unfikely 1o try Lo get help from the police. brcaust they don't trust them, Forthermore, just because you
haven't had any bad intaractions with Jake doesn't negate the experiences of athers; it is commen for people
with predatory behaviors to present ome face to some. anpther face to others. Ask yourself how likely vou are
petsonally $o have been victimized by Jake compared with othet people

And these allegations are nol being made by 1andom strangers. 1t shouild be pretty obvious that we are sl
deeply nwolved i this community and know Jake well Probably better than you do

| FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE ANY ANCNYMOUS ALLEGATIONS. WHY
WON'T YOU STAND PUBLICLY BEHIND WHAT YOU'RE SAYING?
We are afzaid we witl he doxxed or harassed

Weeare oft oid Jake woil threaten us or falscly smear out réputations. (T s what Hhe's done n the past when
people canfronted him about his behavior)

We don'twant toface frivolous lawsuits.
We daon't want to spend the rest of aur lives known as the people who staod up to Jake Appelbaum

And some of us have been traumatized. Imagine publicly describing a humiliating sexua) experience to the
ertite wor ki Wouldn't you veant anomymety, so that duesn't toliows your 1ual nave around fosever 7

We just want 10 say what we have to say for the benefit and protection of others, and then move on.

f CIRIM TUCCE M ITNATIAME NICCIAIRT TN DEHIDEWVE DEFAINICE TLUECV
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DON'T CONTAIN THE KINDS OF DETAILS | WOULD FIND PERSUASIVE.
WHY DON'T YOU PUT FACTS ON THE SITE SO PEOPLE LIKE ME CAN
VERIFY YOU'RE TELLING THE TRUTH?

With our own stories, we wanted to be careful tos not inclvde idertifyirg information because we didr b wart
to be doxxed or farassed W dorvt have any contiof ower what™s subrmitivd by other peoote

| WILL NOT BELIEVE ANY ALLEGATIONS UNTIL THEY ARE PROVEN IN A
COURT OF LAW. WHY SHOULD I?

Then you will never believe these allegations. Sex crimes are underreported to police, especially when the
viclim was assaulied by someboly shie knoves. | ittp Swww.davidiisak comiwp

cantent/uploaads/pelf- RepeatRapainUndetertedR apicrs ndf I Reporting 5 even less hkely thas usual here
because our community docsn't truzt the police, beeause Jake has more power and influcnce than many of
the pecple he victimized, and also because a number of the victims were intoxicated when the artacks
happened and would therefore be unlikely to be taken seriously by law enforcement. Sex crimes are much
lesss Dikely than otheer (rienes 16 tesolt in conwctions. especially m this kawd of situation There ae also
jurisdictional issues These incidents taok place in several different lacations. and often the victim and Jake
ltwe inditferent countiies

We don't Bave 2 lot of fath i the degal syitem o bandle thas well That s syhy we ve apted for public
disclosure,

DOESN'T THAT JUST MEAN YOU'RE SETTING YOURSELF UP AS THE
JUDGE AND JURY HERE?

Na We are not lacking Him up of restreting his freedom it apy way. We don't Hiave any ability 16 punisi: han
People wilt read this site and draw their own canclusions based on their awn experiences and helisfs. All we
are clony s teling our own slorics and providing o space for other people o tell theirs,

| BELIEVE THIS WHOLE THING IS A HONEYPOT OPERATION. CAN YOU
PROVE IT ISN'T?

Nobody can prove that. and that s why a's 3 convenient expianation for people wiio want (G support Jake.
But remember that many of the people making allegations, including people using their real names elsewhere
online, are longstanding member s of the infosed and internet frecdom communities, 11 would be ludicrous to
think that they are all plants or dupes or compramised

THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THIS SITE SEEM REALLY ANGRY, WHICH
MAKES ME NOT BELIEVE YOU'RE TELLING THE TRUTH. CAN YOU PROVE
TO ME THAT THIS SITE ISN'T JUST SOME KIND OF PERSONAL
VENDETTA AGAINST JAKE?

Yes we are pretty angry. You would be too i thess things had happened to you and your friends. The most
[oRiIC At veay To explaiy Gur anges is 1o asstime That what we 1e Saying is troe

WHAT DO YOU HOPE HAPPENS TO JAKE?

We hope this site maskes it impossible bor Jake to victimize more people We dont want people to hurit bim
dawn or physicatly harm him jnany way We hops that be ceeks halp and 15 zhle to get healthisr

| SAW SOME DIFFERENT TWITTER ACCOUNTS CLAIMING TO BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS SITE. IS THAT YOU?

No. Since it is noJonger possible to create a Twitter acocunt without a phone nuniber and because we believe
anonymity is inportant, we afited 1o boyeatt direct Twitter presence for this site We don t have a Twitter
Account

We have seen Lhe atcounts you'r talking about and they arcn't associated with us. We don't know who is
runnming them, and some of us are disturbed by their incendiary statements and graphirs We don't condone
calis for violence or for Jake ta self harm

I HAVE A STORY ABOUT SOMETHING TERRIBLE JAKE DID TO ME. HOW
DO | SUBMITIT TO THE SITE?

You can sabmis i in the encrypted farm or contact us at the email address and PGP key sted here

IF 1 SEND YOU MY STORY, WILL YOU KNOW MY IDENTITY?
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ot unless you i ws Please Lear 10 rond that everemencryptod emails, inetadals ivour el oddress,
subjert lime and ather identifying information] is nat encrypted We suggese that you use Tar Browser to visit
owr site anu submit the form: You tan doswninad Tor Browser fomtorproject org You witl need to aclivate

JavasCeipn varder o ase the form

IF | SEND YOU MY STORY, WiLL YOU CHANGE ANYTHING INIT, OR
PUBLISH IT AS-1S7

Weawitl probably publish vour stovy as 1s. unless it's necessary to semove or change any identifying details
Al A0dess yiond Say sometmng criminal o Fhreatening or calling fix violenre Wi wort pablish aoything if we
krpw it s untrue, or if it seems very likely to be untrue.

WHY SHOULD t SUBMIT MY STORY TO YOUR SITE?

Tn helpwarnather potential victims including by heiping to shaw fake s patterns of manipaiation ar oyiver
bad behavior. To encourage other people to tefl their steries. To lend credence to the starics already here.

DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER ADVICE FOR ME, IF | FEEL | HAVE BEEN
VICTIMIZED BY JAKE?

Youe are nnt along You are entitled to feel hoawever yota feal You dan't eed ta ctay siteat anmd you dan't nead
tareport. Do whatever fepls healthipst ko vou.

| AM STRUGGLING WITH HOW TO FEEL ABOUT ALL THIS, AND WHAT TO
BELIEVE. DO YOU HAVE ANY RESQURCES YOU CAN DIRECT ME TO?

| lere are some linkz you may find helpful,

WHY IS THE SITE PRETENDING TO BE MADE BY JAKE?

Brfare laich, we had placehofoer text Tor the st sile design whic it we did not expect to betome puble.
We never meant ta impersonate lake or tobrick anyone With the afficial text. we have tried to make it clear
that it isn't pretending to be madn by Jake himsclf.

AREN'T YOU AFRAID YOU WILL BE IDENTIFIED AND SUED?

F43

HOW DO YOU PERSONALLY FEEL ABOUT JAKE?

We are mad at him for the things he's done to us and lo our friends. We're pizzed that he's exploiting people s
canreins ahout law enforcsment and state actors as cover far Tus awn Betiavior We'r e mad that far 0 long
he has prevented the Tor community from being as awesome as it otherwise could have been. and that his
presere bas meant Ter mssed out o ingludng people whio othenwise would have been parl of ous
community. We're angsy that he canvincsd many of us that it was safe to he his friend We are angry at people
weho didn't warn us. We are also mad af people who for a long time, didn't lake complsints scriously and
dismsaed them as drama”

And we feel sarsy for Jake. We knaw he has had a really difitcult life in many ways, and we share many of his
belicls about the world. and many of his goals. We don't want him to hur t himselt and we genuinely hope that
he seaks help and is able to benefit from it But we don't excuse his behaviar. The way be has behaved with
pepple in our community is unconscionable and we just can't let it continue.

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE TOR PRQJIECT?
We wish the Tor Project had acted much earlier. But we are glad they did sct. inthe end

W i e obviously Strong supp ters of ancoymty and of the Tor Propect’s mssion. Without then software
and other Internet Freedom and encoyption toals this site and the victim coordination necassary 1o praduce
il svould not have been possible. We hope (hat the Tor Project and the Tor community are able Lo heal from
these events and continue doing great work

WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN NEXT?

We expret that many people will support lake. Some peoaple will assume that this is a haneypat operation.

Prople may make comparisons to Julian Assange. We do not beliove thal Jake is likely to cver face criminal
cnarges We knaw that some peapie will cay that proves that the staries here aren ¢ triue But we know that
many peaple understand we are telling the truth, and we believe people will be s3fer because we made this

wle
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REPORT YOUR STORY

The internet

Anywhere, Anytime

Copyright © 2016
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SAM

Jake and | had some minor romantic interest in each other when he invited me to
his apartment one evening. He told me he wanted to take a bath. and invited me
into his bathroom to hang out with him, 1 said, okay. but | don't want to take a bath
with you. | sat down on the toilet and started chatting with him. and he
immediately began caercing me to get into his bathtub, | was hungover. possibly
stili 2 little drunk from the night before. and although | wasn't interested in getting
in.l wasn't so firm in my resolve because of my somewhat compromised state. |
kept saying no, and he kept asking {while chatting about other things). and
eventually | said. okay, I'll keep my underwear and tshirt on and put my legs in the
water. | did that. and he kept asking me to get in all the way. even as | told him |
wasn't interested. He then kind of pulied me into the tub halfway. turned me
around, and started to wash me. | was thinking, what the fuck, get out of this
situation. why are you in this fucking bathtub with this man when you repeatedly
told him no. But anyone with experience of Jake's manipulative powers will know
exactly what | was feeling -- somehow you tell him no, and he convinces you that
what you just said was yes. His nonconsensual washing lasted about a minute or
two before | leaped out of his bathtub and started crying in the corner of his
bathroom. During all this, he kept talking like nothing was happening! Later, he
called me a coward for not wanting ta date him. | eventually confronted Jake
about this. pius other behaviors I'd witnessed: he started drunkenly kissing
another person at the bar with no invitation. he started giving another friend a
really aggressive shoulder massage with no invitation. plus a million stories that
I'd heard through backchanneis. Jake kind of apologized and then spent an hour
telling me that the real injustice was that there were pecple who make up stories
like this about him for political gain. Not, you know. the actual things he'd done,
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RIVER

Jacob Appelbaum is one of the first reasons why | became inspired towork on
open source privacy technology. after hearing him speak years ago. | [ooked up to
him. because of his passion and single-minded drive. | also wanted to be someone
who would make a difference in protecting our fundamentai right to privacy and

anonymity. In short. Jacob was a role model.

tdidn’t know until very recently that nonconsensual sex. by a friend. isrape. It is
for this reason that | am writing this account.

When | became romantically involved with Jacob. | clearly told him that | wasn't
interested in group sex. or having sex in front of other people. | told him this more
than once. and clearly stated that if we were going to be intimate. | wanted it to be

with him in a private setting. He tried hard to convince me otherwise. but | just

brushed it off.

One night. he invited me to his apartment to party with him and several of his
friends. | went. not thinking twice that anything further would happen. We were
all watching a movie and laying on the couch. | was intoxicated and not thinking
clearly. and it took me a long time to realize that Jacob was going down on me. in

the living room. infront of everyone. | told him that | didn't want to do that. and he
stopped. but | don't remember what happened directly after, except that he kept
touching me. The next thing | realized was that one of his friends in the room was
touching me instead of Jacob. and Jacob told me to go down on his friend. | asked
them to stop. however. all of this had a reaily lcng delayed effect because | was
under the influence. | remember that his friend did stop touching me when | asked
him to. but then | blacked out. and when | came back into consciousness. Jacob
was having sex with me in the living room with his friends watching. When |
realized what was happening. | told him again that | wanted to stop. He asked why.
and | said that | didn't want to do that in front of everyone. He did stop. but
replied. “well. that's what we've already been doing”, and turned extiemely cold.
Eventually. he brought me into his room. but | felt like | vsas being punished.

Later. when | wasn't intoxicated. Jacob again tried to persuade me to have sex
with his group of friends. It was then an easy no, but it felt like | tost my value to
him once [ wouldn't give him or his followers what they wanted.

What is most terrifying about this situation is how systematic all of this felt. | very
clearly understood that | was not the only woman that this happened to. In fact. it
felt like this was quite common. No one in that situation seemed to be surprised
about any of these events, chillingly. not even my discomfort.

This cannot continue.

He cannot be a leader in this community. the first name that many people think cf.
an inspiration to those new entering the field, and also someone who uses his
power and influence to sexually prey on individuais who think he is trusted.

It is critical that our community is safe for wemen. and for any individual who is
passionate about protecting privacy and anonymity.

I'm most angry that Jacob has not only done this to me. but other wornen as well. |
have been told that other women are afraid to come forward, as they are worried
that Jacob will use his power and influence to ruin their lives. i aiso share these
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fears, However. | haope others will also speak out.

I am grateful to the people who have fought to do the right thing once they
learned of Jacob's actions. | have seen how many people in this community are
incredibly nobie and compassionate. The Tor Project in particular should be
recognized for how they have handled this respectfully and honorably.

It is these people. not people like Jacob, that should be the leaders of our
community.
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FOREST

Jake and I had been friends and coworkers for years. Looking back on it. I'm not
sure why. From the very first Tor developer meeting | had attended. he
repetitively propositioned my partner and | for sex. He even went so far as to. on
the very first meeting on the first morning. in front of all the other developers —
whom ! had not yet met — tell me that he was okay with my partner and | fucking
in the same bed as him while he watched. causing both of my partner and 1 to feel
completely humiliated that our private sex life was being discussed in front of
colleagues we had hoped to build a good start towards friendly. professional
relationships.

While travelling. the first time he came to the city | lived in. | invited him to stay at
my house. As politely as | could. | explained, "You can have the floor. and I'll take
my bed. or the other way around. If you're comfortable with it, we can share my

bed. as friends. Meaning no physical contact." We both slept in my bed.

That turned out (mostly) fine. (Except. of course. being propositioned again. this
time for a threesome with Jake and one of my roommates.) in fact, Jake and |
proceeded to share beds in a friendly manner over the years. and nothing bad ever
happened.

Once Jake had moved to Germany. i came to visit friends there for a while. and
one night | stayed at Jake's place. Again. we shared a bed, as friends. There weren't
even any discussion or attempts beferehand to convince me to do anything sexual

with him. It was freezing cold. and | went to bed with several layers of street
clothes on.

Sometime around 5 o'clock in the morning. | woke up very confused and startled
because my pants were unzipped and Jake's arm was wrapped around me, his
hands in my underwear and he was rubbing my clit and rimming the edges of iy
vagina. | tried to shove him off me and vsake him up. He's physically much bigger
than me, so the shoving didn't work as well as it should have, but nonetheless he
rolled over. a bit exageratedly. mumbling as if asleep.

In the morning, | confronted him about it. | was really confused. | didn't know if he
was actually asieep, but if he was, how did my clothes come undone? Assuming
that if | was super confrontational about it. he'd have some excuse like "Oh, but |
thought it was okay that time because you didn't explicitly give me the we're-just-
friends lecture before bed...” When confronting Jake about this. | said. "Dude,
what the fuck. You started fingering me last night." It took a few seconds for there
to be a reaction on his face, and then he seemed confused. saying "Oh... what? |
don't remember that" | glared at him.

The really disconcerting thing for me was that, haif an hour later, he said. "|
thought you were her" Here, "her” was Jake's fiancée. At the time, she didn't live
in Germany, and they hadn't seen each other in weeks. Jake's fiancée was also
gorgeous and super curvy. and | am basically a scrawny. little twig. “I'm not sure
how you could confuse us, even asleep! | said. He continued muttering some
excuses about having wet dreams about her. He seemed to suddenly and
extremely vividly remember whatever dream. Nowhet e did he say,"| didn't put my
hands in your panties. nor did he apologise.
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DANIEL

Several years ago, | was dating someone in the Tor community and we desired to
keep this quiet to avoid stigma. Jake suspected us. and set about asking our
friends and my partner if we were dating We denied it to him, again to avoid
stigma and because we wanted ta keep our personal lives private. Despite that. |
was later directly asked if we "were fucking".in front of several others.

This boundary violation combined with public shaming is part of a larger pattern
of behavior. On numerous occasions, Jake also joked in front of others about other
aspects of my personal life that { wished to keep private. Despite repeated
requests from me to stop. the jokes continued. At one point. Jake made a jokein a
public venue during a speech. Video of this event is published on the internet.

In one instance. Jake deliberately created a situation where my partner was made
to feel safe - devices were removed from a room. lights were turned off. warm
blankets were provided. My partner was made to feel that it was safe to confide in
him that we were in fact dating, and was led to divulge details about our
relationship and sex life to him,

With this information, we were repaatedly made to feel uncomfortable with
either insinuations in front of others or direct approaches for sex. On more than
one occasion. we had to decline requests for a threesome, within earshot of
others, despite Jake being well aware that we were neither interested, por
wanted the others withir earshot to become aware that the two of us were
dating.

Because of this behavior, Jake and | had a falling out for a long period of time.
Finally, years later, Jake made a tearful apology. promising to do better by me and
everyone else. To my great dismay. | saw what appeared to be the same behavior

targeted at another member of the Tor community just two months later. That
story was then quickly altered and confused. and he ciaimed that the incidents
were highly dependent on context. Nonetheless it struck me as the same exact
kind of public shaming that | had experienced repeatedly. | felt and still feel that
regardless of the context. this type of shaming is extremely alienating for folks to
witness. and makes them unwiiling and uncomfortable to participate in meetings
with him.

| had really hoped that after the last incident that he would be on gooed behavior,
but once again | am left to conciude that this behavior has only relocated
elsewhere. It's as if he learns not to be abusive with people who happen to have
enough power /stature/influence to make bim stap, but then simply moves on to
the next target.
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KIwi

Like many others | found out about Jacob after being inspired by his public
speeches on Internet privacy and against censorship. | joined the digital rights
community because of him, | looked up to Jacob.

Very quickly Jacob began to react aggressively to my building my own
professional contacts and publishing my work without going through him. As soon
as that started happening he reacted as if it were a threat and spent years
shaming me in public, manipulating me into embarrassing situations and
attempting to control what | was working on. He spent serious effort into burning
all the bridges 1 built for myself so that | was forced to go through him. Jacob
regularly made up lies about me and used personal information against me in
public without being provoked in any way... | can't count how many times Jacob
would start yelling at me in the middle of professional meetings.

Sexual abuse is not the anly form of abuse. Jacob's reactions had a huge impact on
my personal. professional and emotional development as someone starting out on
thelr own.

A lot of the anxiety ! still feel taday can be attributed to the years cf torture Jacob
forced me through just while | was trying to do my job.

I was never strong enough to fight someone with so muchi social power as Jacab...
I was just starting out. | hope Jacob is ot allowed to ruin other lives. Thank yau
Tor Project and people who have come out for making the right choice.
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WEST

At a hacker event, Jake kissed me on the mouth in public in front of others without
invitation or any indication of consent. | am personally very wary of communicable
disease. especially cold sores and herpes (which { have taken great care to avoid). |
expressed my concern. and others present voiced their disapproval of the surprise
acdvance, especially given my concerns about disease. | do not recall being told
even after the fact that there was na risk of contagion.
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PHOENIX

I was in Berlin running a three-day workshop on whistleblowing platforms in
summer 2014. Jake essentially crashed the workshop on the middie of the second
day. and | was told by my colleagues to let him interrupt the schedule for "story
time with Jake" as he pleased. He had some good things to say. and everyone else
seemed to know him well enough to tolerate him with a wink. | knew the least
about him. so | hung back.

The 16 or so of us went out to dinner that night, and | ended up seated next to
Jake and across from my client. It was the most uncomfortable meal of my
professional life. | thought | was doing a good job being "cool” with ail these people
| wanted to impress while not giving him firm answers and mirimal
encouragement.

1) Jake propositioned me, before appetizers, casually in front of everyone. and
when | told him | was married he smoothly extended the invite to my hushand.

2) Jake brought up Julian Assange in a weird party trick way. He asked what I'd say
if I got to talk to him. and then proceeded to pull his phone out of its faraday pouch
and dial. | stopped him. feeling like the poor guy had enough to deal with. and he
said “oh. he's used to me putting him on the phone with drunk girls | want to sleep
with." | was visibly shocked and stopped drinking at that point.

3) During the main course, he used me to tell a joke. He picked up my spoon. a
chunk of meat off my plane. said “it's the terrorists flying into the World Trade
Center” and made airplane noises/motions with it until | opened my mouth and let
him feed me. Then he said "but you still eat it up"”. | was horrified. This was in front
of people ! wanted to work with, and they all laughed.

After the last one, | went to the bathroom, had a firm talk with myself. stopped
eating. went back until the first group of people were ready to leave. | think the
worst part was afterwards. telling my friends back home. and all my male friends
who work in technology wei e jealous that | had a personal story with their hero,
even if it was disgusting. But then one of them tipped me off to this investigation.
sowho knows.
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NICK

Editorial note from the Jacob Appelbaum's Victims Collective

For reasons appertaining to victims' fears of retaliation. further abuse. and humiliation),
the JAVC has decided that anonymity is the default and that editorial changes to
submissions may be made in cases where certain details of a report submitted to us are
identifying. In cases where we cannot anonymize a report, we will attempt to contact
the submitter for revision.

In the case of Nick Fart's teport. a very similar {i.e. no major substantial changes, only
minor edits) has been cross-posted on Med . Infight of this, it is not possible for us to
anonymize the teport. so here it is, in full, as it was sent to us:

Hi I'm Nick Farr. i@nickfdrr)

tused to be a pretty effective crganizer and waorker with various things at Hacker
Events in Europe. but after a deliber ate campaign of abuse orchestrated by Jake at
the 30c3. 1 don't feel safe or welcome in that scene anymore, In fact. | physically
shut down every time | try to head out to one.

I'm both selieved to talk about it and ashamed that it toak me this long.

Jake has targeted. abused and silenced many close friends of mine. Whether it's
ripping off research, rape or just harassing someone into submission. somehow we
ali felt powerless to do anything about it. He's the perfect bully. Every criticism of
him is met with suspicion. every accusation is some government-conspiracy-
takedown. Huge kudos to whomever set up this site, and my apologies for not
trying something like this sconer. There izn't a single victim who could count on
community support..until now.

Those that tried to stand up to him were destroyed. one even took his own life.
But that's nat my story to tell. in the scone of pecple Jake has targeted. my story is
fairly henign.

My first CCC congress was the 23c¢3 in Berlin. Having been invited on account of
my work in the US. being there renewed my faith in the scene. Only a few manths
lates, I'd be dragging 40 Americans from DEFCON to CCC Campin 2007 Jake was
on that trip (at a huge discount. paid for by someone zlse) and pretty much every
perscnon that trip can tell you what an epic asshole he was.

At that time, Jake couldn’t overshadow the awesameness of the Camp and the
burgeoning Hackerspace scene | wanted to get started in the US. Over the years
of doing that. | enjeyed coming back to Europe to help erganize whatever needed
organizing. It was a way of recharging. taking in the amazing energy at those
events in Germany and the Netherlands. One of the many things [ used to halp out
with were Lightning Talks, From the 27¢3 onward. | coordinated and emceed
these sessions where anyone could speak pretty much about whatever they
wanted in 5 minutes or less. The format that | developed over the years is basically
what they use today. If you could follow basic directions. | did whatever | could to
get vou on stage.

Part of this open policy meant dealing with folks who may not be entirely stable.

Often. these folks would end up not foltowing basic directions and they'd fall off

the schedule for that reason. Generally. they accepted that and trusted | was not
trying to silence them, | was just being fair.

One person following this pattern submitted an LT proposal alleging that Jake was
a1JS Intelligence Operative. | LOLed. After a few rounds of e-mail pestering,
encrypted e-mails and a few texts, they insisted on being put on the schedule. | did
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was the hundreds of postcards | received from well-wishers at the 31c3, cards |
still cherish today.

I had alt intentions of going to the 2015 Camp. as well. But | couldn't. | tweeted
about a “diagnosis to avoid 'creating drama’ but the truth of the matter was by
that point. the damage was done. Jake destroyed those events for me. and | didn't
even realize it until | started writing out this story. Ironically. | feei safe writing this
only after seeing others courageously come forward with their stories of how Jake
raped them.

Some of you are going to (and already have] started poking holes inmy story,
calling these blatant accusations, calling me a coward and a fraud and a litany of
other things. Fine. have at it. | left your scene along time ago and I'm in a country
where there's not a lot that Jake's cronies can do to me. The only thing cowardly
about this story is that | toak this long in telling it, Come at me all you want. don't

believe me if you want. After all. the only thing Jake took from me was a
community | loved. cherished and poured my soul inta.

Whatever you do. don't cast doubt on Jake's victims of sexual abuse. it's one thing
to be raped. that's enough to destroy someone’s life. It's quite another thing to
speak up after being raped by your hero and iose your job. your friends.
everything you've warked for and your trust in humanity to boot. Imagine what
that must be like. You call them cowvards for using pseudonyms. but every time you
defend Jake at their expense, it's like being raped all over again.
Even after ali this. | still have my doubts that it will have any impact. Bill Cosby's
rapist tendencies were an open secret for how many years? It was such an open
secret that it took a comedian to send people to Goosgle to find out about it before
enough victims came forward to make the allegations credible and yet Cosby still
walks around a free man.
Wil Jake go on raping people like Bill Cosby did for decades? Will he go on
destroying lives?

At this point. that's up to you.
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ALICE

This is a placeholder.
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BRIAR

Thisis a placeholder.



